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L5 in France , a 
success story... 

so far
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Why this Workshop ?

▪ - Education at a Glance 2019 OECD Indicators

▪ French profile

▪ "Students enrolled in short-cycle tertiary programmes (DUT 

and BTS) are more likely to complete their qualifications than students

enrolled in a bachelor’s programme in France (completion rate of 

61% compared to 41%) and than students in other OECD countries."

2



z

Our concern
Current success and political orientation

So far : Level 5 programmes are recognised as one of the best 

choice by students, families and companies.

Now : Politics change the L5 programme landscape

to guide L4 VET candidates to only one L5 path : BTS.

no more L5 at university (no more DUT)
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What about your situation ?

▪ 1 What is your L5 students' educational background ? (%)

▪ 2 Is there a link between selection and governmental decision ?

▪ 3 What is your L5 students' social background ? (%)

▪ 4 Is there a link between selection and social inclusion policy?
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Overview of L5 in France

▪ Part of the educational landscape since the 60s and no 

changes with bologna process.

▪ 3 main paths DUT, BTS and CERTIFICATES (Rncp)

▪ Importance of the individual mentoring at institution level

▪ Strong relationship with the labour market in the programme 

design.

▪ Selective recrutement.

▪ Access to L6-professional bachelor.
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French political orientation

▪ DUT :

2-year Dut + 1 top year are merged in a 3-year L6

Quotas to favor the recrutment of candidates with 

technological background.

▪ BTS :

Quotas to favor the recrutment of candidates with vocational 

background.

Widening apprenticeship offer
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Our concern

▪ No more L5 at University ? (DUT)

▪ Quotas can build "ghettos" (BTS)

▪ Apprenticeship as a positive path , (pedagogical approach – cost 

transfered to companies)

▪ More CERTIFICATES ?
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Debate ?

▪ https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/deliver/f8d7880d-

en.pdf?itemId=%2Fcontent%2Fpublication%2Ff8d7880d-

en&mimeType=pdf
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