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Education Sectors

• Schools
• Early years care and 

education 
• generally private, 

subsidised, but expensive, 
recently developed

• Primary 4-12 years
• >90% church-linked

• Post-primary 13-18
• Public exams, 15, 18

• Largely academic

• Funded by Department of Education 
and Skills

• Quality assured by Inspectorate

• Further Education and 
Training
• Initial and continuing VET 

and adult/community 
education

• Mainly public, funded by SOLAS

• Higher education
• Universities

• Institutes of technology

• Specialist colleges
• Mainly public, funded by HEA

• Quality assured by QQI



- 16 ETBs established in 2013
- merged from previous bodies (VECs & FÁS)
- manage small number of primary schools
- manage 1/3 of second level schools
- manage almost all post-second level  FET
- in FE colleges, training centres, adult & 
community centres, prisons, Youthreach (early 
school leavers), etc
- regulated & funded by FET authority SOLAS
- 339k beneficiaries
- 22k FET programmes
- €638m investment
- external quality assurance by QQI (for FET) 



FET providers (non-ETB)

• Approximately 500 but consolidating

• Many small-scale or specialist

• Almost 50% of QQI qualifications awarded, but many 
minor awards

• Public and privately funded

• Initial and continuing VET and adult ed.

• Some linked/sub-contracting to ETBs

• Challenging to QQI model of provider-owned QA 

• Waiting in the wings – English language schools
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